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The most complete guide to Rocky Mountain National Park Stunning photographs and drawings of

the park's wildlife The ecosystems within Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado-from natural

meadows to alpine plant communities-support a wide variety of birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish,

mammals, and plants. This new addition to the Visitor's Companion series describes and illustrates

in full color dozens of these plants and animal species. It also explores the park's geological history,

land-use issues, native people, and past explorers-at once a traveler's guide, field guide, and

natural history of one of America's most extraordinary national parks.

Series: National Park Visitor's Companions

Paperback: 272 pages

Publisher: Stackpole Books; 1st edition (February 1, 2001)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0811729192

ISBN-13: 978-0811729192

Product Dimensions:  9 x 6 x 0.6 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.3 pounds

Average Customer Review:     4.0 out of 5 stars       2 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #1,603,096 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #46 inÃ‚Â Books > Travel >

United States > Colorado > Rocky Mountain National Park   #1344 inÃ‚Â Books > Travel > Food,

Lodging & Transportation > Parks & Campgrounds   #1826 inÃ‚Â Books > Science & Math > Nature

& Ecology > Field Guides

The most complete guide to Rocky Mountain National Park includes stunning photographs and

drawings of the park's wildlife. At once a natural history and a handy field guide.

George Wuerthner has written more than 20 books, including other National Parks Visitor's

Companions. He lives in Eugene, Oregon.

This book covers every aspect of Rocky Mountain National Park in which a reader might be

interested. The writing style is clear and give enough depth for understanding without overwhelming.

As a student of RMNP, I found a couple of minor errors which annoyed me but to most readers



would not notice. It is too bad it is out of print. I'm glad I now have it in my library.

Most of this book consists of the kind of things that you see in a national park visitor center, such as

brief texts on geology, habitats, history, and climate. In a book format, Wuerthner can go into a little

more detail, and he does. Even so, most of the book doesn't dig very deep in providing this kind of

information. Having read quite a bit about the park and visited on several occasions, I didn't really

learn much. If you're planning your first visit, however, this would be a good source.These chapters

are easy reads, and the book includes a lot of good pictures. It would have been nice to have more

maps - - there is only one, a road map on the back cover. Geology, alpine plant communities,

history, wildlife and elevation might each have been the subject of one or more specialized

maps.The book suggests a nice sampling of hikes in its final pages. I've done many of them, and it's

a good choice but again, maps would be nice. If you want to hike, see some of the other books on

my Listmania page.What makes the book for me are the fauna and flora identifications, which take

up more than half the book (about 125 pages). There are some pictures and a lot of side drawings

of the animals of the park, with two or three species per page. Plant identifications show each

species in flower, while tree and shrub pages show the overall shape of the plant, close-ups of

leaves, and berries, needles or other up-close identifiers. These are very useful and have earned

the book a place in my day pack.
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